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King David, Bat-sheva, and Uriah: 
2 Samuel 11-12, in Three Parts 
Story 1- David’s Tragic Choices  

 
From the NLT, with slight rephrasing from the Hebrew, bolding for emphasis and [comments in 
brackets]  

By Bill Bjoraker, Ph.D.  
  
 The story told in these two chapters is the great turning point in the whole David story. 
God had established David at the center of His work in world history.  Because David was so 
great, his fall also was very great, with grave consequences; “to whom much is given, much is 
required.”  It echoes the magnitude of the original Fall of Man. Like Adam, David sinned after 
being given great privileges. Like Adam, David sinned in relation to a woman. Like Adam, 
David’s sin involved tasting forbidden fruit. David’s sin was worse than Saul’s. As we tell and 
reflect on this story, be thinking—Saul sinned and lost the kingdom. David sinned and 
retained the kingdom.  Why is this the case?  
 Recall how Samuel had warned Israel of the consequences of having a king. Now the 
validity of those warnings will be borne out, as they were with Saul. The realities of political 
life mean this was a time of institutionalization of the monarchy, with all its downside and 
snares to those who wield the power.  Recall Lord Acton’s dictum, “Power corrupts; Absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.” David becomes a sedentary king. He is never seen anywhere in 
this story but in his palace. (This study includes three songs/psalms by Jewish men who have 
expressed their heart experience. Reflect on which of them most expresses where you are 
spiritually). 
 

 
King David stayed behind in Jerusalem. Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, he was 

walking on the roof of his palace. As he looked over the city, he noticed a woman of 
unusual beauty taking a bath… 
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 11:1 In the spring of the year, when kings [Hebrew MT has 
“malachim” – messengers] normally go out to war, King David 
sent Joab, the commander of his army, and all Israel to fight the 
Ammonites. They made war against the Ammonite army and laid siege 
to the city of Rabbat-Ammon. However, David stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. 
   
 2 Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed 
and was walking on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the 
city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath on her roof. 
3 He sent someone to find out who she was, and he was told, “She is 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 
Then David sent messengers to get her; and when she came to the 
palace, he slept with her. She had just completed the purification rites 
after having her menstrual period. Then she returned home. 5 Later, 
when Bathsheba discovered that she was pregnant, she sent David a 
message, saying, “I’m pregnant.” 
  
 6 Then David sent word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So 
Joab sent him to David. 7 When Uriah arrived, David asked him how 
Joab and the army were getting along and how the war was 
progressing, etc. 8 Then he told Uriah, “Go down to your home and 
relax.” David even sent a gift to Uriah after he had left the palace. 9 
But Uriah didn’t go down to his house. He stayed that night at the 
palace and slept at the palace entrance where the king’s palace guard 
sleep.   [Why does he not go home? Maybe he knows about the 
affair?]. 
   
 10 When David was told the next morning that Uriah had not gone 
down to his house, he summoned him and asked, “What’s the matter? 
Why didn’t you go down to your home last night after the long 
journey?” 
  11 Uriah replied, “The Ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are 
living in tents, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are 
camping in the open fields. How could I go home to wine and dine and 
sleep with my wife? As you live and as your soul lives, I swear that I 
would never do such a thing.”   [So maybe he does not know?... 
he is a good soldier,  a man of conscience, standing in esprit de 
corps solidarity with his comrades-in-arms on the front line]. 
  12 “Well, stay here today,” David told him, “and tomorrow you may 
return to the army.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the 
next. 13 Then David invited him to dinner that evening and got him 
drunk. But even then he couldn’t get Uriah to go home to his wife. 
Again he slept at the palace entrance with the king’s palace guard. 
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NOTES: 
Uriah was not the only Hittite to have served David. First Samuel 26:6 
mentions Ahimelech the Hittite.  However, Uriah became one of David’s elite 
warriors (1 Chron. 11:41). A strong hint that Uriah’s integrity and honorable, 
holy character came before the holy cause—rather than the cause serving as 
a wake-up call to character—is uncovered in the meaning of Uriah’s name, 
which either he chose himself when taking a Hebrew name, or if his parents 
were already indentifying with Israel as gerim (sojourners), they may have 
chosen for him at birth. Hebrew names indicate hopes for, as well as the 
character, of the name-bearer. “Uri-Yah” means “Yahweh is my Light.”  
 
Interestingly, if Eliam the father of Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11:3) was the same 
Eliam who was the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite (2 Sam. 23:34), then Uriah 
had indeed married into a very influential family. His father-in-law also would 
have been an elite warrior and son of David’s esteemed counselor. This could 
explain the proximity of Uriah’s house to the palace, and it may provide a 
reason for Ahithophel’s later defection to Absalom’s conspiracy. It may well 
be that he held a grudge against David for the treatment of his 
granddaughter Bat-sheva and the murder of her husband, Uriah. 
 
 
Spiritual Observation Questions 
  

1. Verse 1 uses the word “malachim” (messengers), but the parallel 
passage in I Chronicles 20:1 uses the word “melechim” (kings) 
to tell the same story. So “kings go forth…” is surely the correct 
meaning. But the theme of “sent” (the word is used 10 times in 
chapter 11), and sending “messengers” permeates the David, 
Batsheva, and Uriah story. David has ceased to be a front-line 
leader, and now relies on agents to arrange his affairs. What do 
you see as its significance?  

2. What significance for David’s actions does the fact that these 
events happen during the Ammonite war? (think of David’s role 
in and its/his influence in Israel). 

3. What does David staying at home in Jerusalem suggest? (recall 
the warrior code of ancient Israel— the people wanted a king “to 
go out before us and fight our battles” (1 Sam. 8:19). And “all 
Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out and came in 
before them” (1 Sam. 18:19).  This is the first war in which 
David fails to lead the army in person. 

4. Imagine David’s mindset during these three days. What was he 
thinking?  The action is so stark, told so matter-of-factly—David 
saw, he sent, he took, he lay. The storyteller gives no 
information about David’s inner thoughts, there is no “saying in 
his heart.” So it is left to you, the hearer of the story, to 
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imagine, and to deduce, based on information in the story. 
Discuss.  

5. Did David change during the time leading up to this event?...or 
did he only change after the event? 

6. “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely” (Lord 
Acton’s dictum). How do you see this maxim worked out in 
David’s life?  

7. Here is another maxim, “Idleness is the devil’s workshop.” 
Describe how this operates in the story.  

8. Why is this fact important to the story? — “She had just 
completed the purification rites after having her menstrual 
period.” (v.4). 

9. Who was Uriah the Hittite? (He was not an Israelite, but yet a 
loyal soldier of Israel. He has a Hebrew name meaning “Yahweh 
is my Light.” See 2 Sam. 23:24 and then esp. 39- He was one of 
David’s 30 mighty men). See NOTES below:              

10. How much does Uriah know? And when did he know it? … Does 
he know of his wife’s infidelity and pregnancy, or doesn’t he?    
A) Assume Uriah does not know, and then imagine Uriah’s 
mindset, character and actions, and David’s. [Challenge	to	this	view:		
Uriah’s	idealistic	behavior	is	too	heroic	to	be	true?	Couldn’t	he	just	go	see	his	
wife,	without	sleeping	with	her?	He	had	to	live	nearby,	otherwise	David	could	
not	have	seen	Bat-sheva’s	beauty;	he	spends	the	night	at	the	palace	entrance;	
another	few	steps	and	Uriah	could	have	been	home.	Is	Uriah	trying	to	
communicate	a	message	to	David?]     Reflect/Discuss.                                                       
B) Then, Assume Uriah does know, and then imagine Uriah’s 
mindset, character and actions, and David’s. Remember, there 
are quite a few people who know about the affair—all the 
messengers, the palace guard perhaps, Joab and the messenger 
he sends with the battle report may well have caught on to 
something. All it would take was one person to tip Uriah off. 
Note how Uriah calls his commanding officer Joab (“Adoni” “my 
lord” in Hebrew) in his speech of verse 11. These words sound 
dangerously like “To me Joab is my lord; and it is with him that I 
identify.”  Uriah even refers to the army by the ambiguous term 
“the servants of my lord.” Joab’s servants or David’s? Is the 
army, to him, really Joab’s?  Does Uriah know something that 
made him withdraw his loyalty from David? Interpret Uriah’s 
speech in verse 11 to David in this light. How is it a slap in the 
face to David?  Was it an intentional slap in the face by Uriah? 
(“I would never do “such a thing,” …come to think of it, my king 
David, how could you?”). [Challenge	to	this	view:	Why	would	David	trust	
Uriah	not	to	open	and	examine	the	contents	of	the	message	he	sent	to	Joab?].   
-The ambiguity as to whether or not Uriah knows draws you into 
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the story, and forces you to come to your own conclusion. What 
is yours?     Reflect/Discuss. 

	
Spiritual Application Questions 
 

1. David appears to have been in a state of torpor (sluggish mental 
state, when one’s conscience may often be compromised by 
lower desires) when he made is tragic choices. Have you ever 
been in such a state of torpor? What brought it on? Did you 
succumb to any temptations? What can you do to prevent such a 
state of mind? 

2. Below are lyrics of a song by a Jewish poet/singer, Bob Dylan. 
It’s form is similar to of some of King David’s psalms.  Dylan 
wrote this song in 1981, two years after his conversion to faith 
in Jesus the Messiah. Use the words of this song to speak, 
literally and out loud, to your own heart. Sing it; it is great 
music.  From his Christian album, “Shot of Love,”  

 
Heart of Mine 

By Bob Dylan 
 

Heart of mine, be still 
You can play with fire but you'll get the bill 

 
Don't let her know 

Don't let her know that you love her 
Don't be a fool, don't be blind 

Heart of mine 
 

Heart of mine, go back home 
You got no reason to wander, no reason to roam 

 
Don't let her see 

Don't let her see that you need her 
Don't put yourself over the line 

Heart of mine 
 

Heart of mine, go back where you been 
It'll only be trouble for you if you let her in 

 
Don't let her hear 

Don't let her hear where you're going 
Don't untie the ties that bind 

Heart of mine 



	 6	

 
Heart of mine so malicious and so full of guile 

Give you an inch and you'll take a mile 
 

Don't let yourself fall 
Don't let yourself stumble 

If you can't do the time, don't do the crime 
Heart of mine. 

Copyright © 1981 by Special Rider Music 
 
 

Sung from a woman’s perspective and voice, see/hear a good cover of the song  
By Norah Jones, here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfNdYqYa7ho	   
 

 
Story 2- David’s Deadly Cover-up 

 
	 We are about to see David’s cover-up plan become deadly.  The point of no full return has 
passed, but it gets worse. Innocence is never to be retrieved.  We are about to witness a 
ruthless political performance.  David had been the one in control. From the instant he heard 
those shattering words, “I’m pregnant,” (and he is certainly not the last person to have his 
world shattered by those words), David is no longer in control. His first strategy of cover-up 
(manipulate Uriah to go home to his wife, to cover David’s paternity) has failed. He 
miscalculated Uriah’s principled character.  Uriah is too disciplined for his own good. Now the 
king begins his second cover-up strategy. When all else fails, there is Joab, his hatchet man. He 
will have Uriah taken out, permanently. Note how the cover-up deepens the web of deceit 
and evil; and how when the sin metastasizes, more and more people are hurt, badly. 
Murderous plans cannot remain under control, but extend beyond the intended victim.	
	

	  
   Uriah the Hittite receives the King’s message to Joab; his own death warrant. As David 
instructed, Uriah is killed in the fierce fighting at the front lines of the battle. 
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 So the next morning David sent a message to Joab and gave it to 
Uriah himself to deliver. 15 The letter instructed Joab, “Station Uriah 
on the front lines where the battle is fiercest. Then pull back so that he 
will be killed.” 16 So Joab assigned Uriah to a spot close to the city 
wall where he knew the enemy’s strongest men were fighting. 17 And 
when the enemy soldiers came out of the city to fight, Uriah the Hittite 
was killed along with several other Israelite soldiers. 
  18 Then Joab sent a battle report to David. 19 He told his 
messenger, “Report all the news of the battle to the king. 20 But he 
might get angry and ask, ‘Why did the troops go so close to the city? 
Didn’t they know there would be shooting from the walls? 21 Wasn’t 
Abimelech son of Gideon killed at Thebez by a woman who threw a 
millstone down on him from the wall? Why would you get so close to 
the wall?’ Then tell him, ‘Uriah the Hittite was killed, too.’” 
  22 So the messenger went to Jerusalem and gave a complete report 
to David. 23 “The enemy came out against us in the open fields,” he 
said. “And as we chased them back to the city gate, 24 the archers on 
the wall shot arrows at us. Some of the king’s men were killed, 
including Uriah the Hittite.” 
  25 “Well, tell Joab not to be discouraged, and not to think it evil in 
his eyes,” David said. “ Look, the sword devours this one today and 
that one tomorrow! Fight harder next time, and conquer the city!” 
  26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she 
mourned for him. 27 When the period of mourning was over, David 
sent for her and brought her to the palace, and she became one of his 
wives. Then she gave birth to a son. But the thing David had done 
was evil in the eyes of the LORD.  
 
 
Spiritual Observation Questions 
 

1. Take time to compare and contrast the character displayed in 
the words and moral choices of David and Uriah in this story. 
The contrast is a major part of the story’s message. 

2. Consider David’s loss of balance and moral judgment in the 
story. Did he not think that it was risky to send Uriah’s own 
death warrant with him back to the front?  Uriah could have 
opened the letter to Joab and read it. Then, for David’s plan to 
be carried out, all the soldiers in the unit would have to be let in 
on the secret, or at least received a bizarre order that Uriah was 
not to hear. This would surely give away the intention that Uriah 
was to be killed. David’s blundering illustrates that logic is not 
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morally neutral, sinners are not only immoral, but stupid. 
3. How do you see deceit spreading in the story? Why does it 

spread?  
4. In what ways is the cover up worse than David’s original tragic 

choice to indulge his desire for Bat-sheva? 
5. How many of the Ten Commandments did David break in this 

story? 
6. David’s cynicism reaches its culmination, even as the story 

reaches its culmination. David wanted to hear one thing from the 
battle report, after which he could exhale in relief. In David’s 
reply to Joab’s messenger in verse 25, how do you see the 
callous and cynical nature of David’s treatment of Uriah and the 
loyal soldiers of Israel he has just sent to their deaths?  To 
paraphrase David in modern idioms, some are old soldier’s 
cliché, “Well, Joab, war is hell … every bullet has its billet… stuff 
happens… move on, man, get over it.”  

7. Juxtapose verse 25 and 27. In both verses a moral vision is is 
expressed. In v. 25, David tells Joab not to think the matter to 
be “evil in his eyes.” But in v.27, in the end, Yahweh has a 
different moral vision, the thing was “evil in the eyes of the 
LORD.”  The king may act. The king may kill. The king may 
imagine he is autonomous and subject to no one. But we know 
whose vision will outsee the other. By what was David so 
blinded? How could someone so great, fall so far?  

 
Think of it: 

- David is in this state of mind for at least 9 months, because 
when Bat-sheva’s and his son is born, he has still not repented… 
Nine months!  What was he thinking? 

- David was not acting like a king “going out and coming in” 
before them; going out to fight Israel’s battles and coming in to 
protect the brides of Jerusalem. Instead of coming in to protect 
the brides of Jerusalem, David stays behind and takes one of 
them. Instead of leading his men in battle, he arranged for the 
death of one of his best mighty men. 

- David is not operating according to the principle that “one man 
must die for the people,” but rather by the principle that many 
people must die for the one man—the king.”  He becomes a king 
“like the kings of the Gentiles indeed (for which Israel pressed 
Samuel)—first taking women as he wills, and now throwing away 
the lives of soldiers like rubbish. 

- Throughout the remainder of the Book of 2 Samuel, we have 
only a few brief glimpses of the great leader David was prior to 
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his sin. The pain, agony, pathos and moral magnitude of this, 
has at times, made me speechless, standing in awe of its 
enormity, and instills into me the fear of God. 

 
Spiritual Application Questions 
 

1. Scripture that links cognitive lucidity/understanding with moral 
purity (and vice-versa: irrationality and foolishness with moral 
corruption) are John 3:19-21 (practicing evil brings darkness; 
practicing truth brings light); II Thess. 2:10-12 (loving the truth 
vs. the deception of wickedness). Throughout the Book of 
Proverbs, the “fool” is not one who has a low I.Q., but one who 
is a moral fool, who goes against the light of conscience. Pascal 
said, “Human things must only be known to be loved. Divine 
things must be loved to be known.” Have you ever observed 
anyone else with clouded vision and faulty logic because sin had 
clouded their moral judgment? Think of most any cover up of a 
crime and you will find it. You are prompted to ask, ”What was 
she thinking?” In light of this, how can you keep your own 
thinking clear, rational, and lucid? 

2.  If you had been in David’s position, how would you have acted? 
… or, better—how do you hope you would have acted? 

3. What are the temptations to which you are most vulnerable? 
How can you fortify yourself against falling?  How can you 
strengthen the promises you have made to God and your family? 

4. Below are lyrics of a song by yet another Jewish poet/singer, 
Leonard Cohen. As far as I know, Cohen has never embraced 
Jesus as Messiah. Read it an expression of David’s broken state 
at this point, and indeed the brokenness of the human condition. 
The poetry and imagery provokes your imagination, invites 
critical theological discussion, and calls for spiritual discernment, 

 
Hallelujah 

By Leonard Cohen 
 

I've heard there was a secret chord 
That David played, and it pleased the Lord 
But you don't really care for music, do ya? 

It goes like this 
The fourth, the fifth 

The minor fall, the major lift 
The battled king composing Hallelujah 

Hallelujah Hallelujah 
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Hallelujah Hallelujah 
 

Your faith was strong but you needed proof 
You saw her bathing on the roof 

Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew ya 
She tied you to a kitchen chair 

She broke your throne, and she cut your hair 
And from your lips she drew the Hallelujah 

Hallelujah Hallelujah  
Hallelujah Hallelujah 

 
You say I took the name in vain 

I don't even know the name 
But if I did, well really, what's it to ya? 
There's a blaze of light in every word 

It doesn't matter which you heard 
The holy or the broken Hallelujah 

 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

 
There was a time you let me know 

What's really going on below 
But now you never show it to me, do ya? 

And remember when I moved in you 
The holy dove was moving too 

And every breath we drew was Hallelujah 
 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

 
Maybe there's a God above 

But all I ever learned from love 
Was how to shoot at someone who outdrew ya 

It's not a cry you can hear at night 
It's not somebody who's seen the light 
it's a cold and it's a broken Hallelujah 

 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

 
I did my best, it wasn't much 

I couldn't feel, so I tried to touch 
I've told the truth, I didn't come to fool ya 

And even though it all went wrong 
I'll stand before the Lord of Song 
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With nothing on my tongue but Hallelujah 
 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

 
Copyright © Leonard Cohen 1984 & 1994 

 
For a good early performance of the song, see: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccGz-li_rgM  

 
A concert in Helsinki, 2008:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EidJV2mb9h8&feature=related  
 

 
 
 
Story 3- The Prophet’s Word, David’s Repentance, but the 
Necessary Consequences  
	
 Messengers have been sent hither and yon throughout this story. Now the LORD sends His 
messenger to David, to one who began this flurry of messenger sending.  Now David no longer 
sends; he only receives. And what he receives is devastating. We are about to see that in 
Israel, there is no rex lex (the king is law), but rather lex rex (the law is king). The king may 
imagine he is autonomous and subject to no one…for a while. But he is finally a man under 
the Torah. Into what torpor of mind David had fallen, that he thought the LORD would not 
notice! 
 We see in this story, the power of story. Had Nathan approached the king with a direct 
propositional, “My lord the king, I must tell you that you have recently broken four of the Ten 
Commandments…” David may have resisted, argued. But by the story Nathan told, he caught 
David in his rhetorical trap. The parable Nathan told, opened a window for David to see out 
from his state of torpor, and what he saw was himself as in a mirror… 
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Yahweh sent Nathan the prophet to denounce King David about the evil he has committed. 
David cringes as he hears the blistering words of retribution; words that would be painfully 

played out in David’s family for the rest of his earthly life. 
  
 
12:1 So the LORD sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story:   
 
 “There were two men in a certain town. One was rich, and one was 
poor. 2 The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle. 3 The 
poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised 
that little lamb, and it grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s 
own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his arms like a 
baby daughter. 4 One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich 
man. But instead of killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he 
took the poor man’s lamb and killed it and prepared it for his guest.” 
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 5 David was furious. “As surely as the Lord lives,” he vowed, “any 
man who would do such a thing deserves to die! 6 He must repay four 
lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for having no pity.” 
   
 7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man!  And Yahweh, 
the God of Israel, says: I anointed you king of Israel and saved you 
from the power of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and his 
wives into your keeping, and I gave you the kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah. And if that had not been enough, I would have given you much, 
much more. 9 Why, then, have you despised the word of the Lord and 
done this evil thing? For you have murdered Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword of the Ammonites and taken his wife. 10 Now therefore, the 
sword shall never depart from your house, from this time on; your 
family will live by the sword because you have despised me by taking 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own. 
  11 “This is what Yahweh says: Because of what you have done, I 
will cause your own household to rebel against you. I will take your 
wives from before your eyes, and give them to another man. And he 
will lie with your wives in the sight of the sun. 12 You did it secretly, 
but I will do this thing in the sight of all Israel, before the sun.” 
 
  13 Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the 
Lord.” 
   Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you, and you won’t 
die for this sin. 14 Nevertheless, because you have shown utter 
contempt for the Lord by doing this, your child will die.” 
  
 15 After Nathan returned to his home, the Lord sent a deadly illness 
to the child of David and Uriah’s wife. 16 David begged God to spare 
the child. He went without food and lay all night on the bare ground. 
17 The elders of his household pleaded with him to get up and eat 
with them, but he refused. 
  18 Then on the seventh day the child died.   
David’s advisers were afraid to tell him. “He wouldn’t listen to reason 
while the child was ill,” they said. “What drastic thing will he do when 
we tell him the child is dead?” 
 19 When David saw them whispering, he realized what had 
happened. “Is the child dead?” he asked. 
   “Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.” 
 20 Then David got up from the ground, washed himself, put on 
lotions, and changed his clothes. He went to the Tabernacle and 
worshiped the LORD. After that, he returned to the palace and was 
served food and ate. 
  21 His advisers were amazed. “We don’t understand you,” they told 
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him. “While the child was still living, you wept and refused to eat. But 
now that the child is dead, you have stopped your mourning and are 
eating again.” 
  22 David replied, “I fasted and wept while the child was alive, for I 
said, ‘Perhaps the Lord will be gracious to me and let the child live.’ 23 
But why should I fast when he is dead? Can I bring him back again? I 
will go to him one day, but he cannot return to me.” 
  
 24 Then David comforted Bathsheba, his wife, and slept with her. 
She became pregnant and gave birth to a son, and they named him 
Solomon [Shlomo, in Hebrew, meaning “His peace”]. The LORD 
loved the child 25 and sent word through Nathan the prophet that 
they should name him Yedidiah [which means “beloved of the 
LORD”], as the LORD had commanded. 
 
  26 Meanwhile, Joab was fighting against Rabbah, the capital of 
Ammon, and he captured the royal fortifications. 27 Joab sent 
messengers to tell David, “I have fought against Rabbah and captured 
its water supply. 28 Now bring the rest of the army and capture the 
city. Otherwise, I will capture it and get credit for the victory.” 
   
 29 So David gathered the rest of the army and went to Rabbah, and 
he fought against it and captured it. 30 David removed the crown from 
the king’s head, and it was placed on his own head. The crown was 
made of gold and set with gems, and it weighed seventy-five pounds. 
David took a vast amount of plunder from the city. 31 He also made 
slaves of the people of Rabbah and forced them to labor with saws, 
iron picks, and iron axes, and to work in the brick kilns. That is how he 
dealt with the people of all the Ammonite towns. Then David and all 
the army returned to Jerusalem. 
 
 
Spiritual Observation Questions 
 

1. Had Nathan come to David and said something to the effect, ”My 
lord the king, you have recently broken four of the Ten 
Commandments! … — would he have elicited the same response 
from King David? Instead of confronting resistance and 
defensiveness, Nathan created a rhetorical trap that snapped 
shut. Discuss how the message, framed in a story, created a 
mirror that then opened a window for David to see himself.         
-Discuss the power of story as a genre, over against 
propositional, abstracted, analytical discourse. What are the 
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implications for our evangelistic and discipleship ministries to 
others? 

2. There is a statute in the Torah, in Exodus 22:1, stating a 
requirement for fourfold restitution for a stolen sheep- “If a man 
steals…or slaughters, he shall restore four sheep, for a sheep.” 
David was correct to apply this judgment to the rich man of 
Nathan’s parable. How does David condemn himself? (What is 
chilling, is that the fourfold retribution for Uriah’s death will be worked out in the 
death or violent fate of four of David’s children: the unnamed infant son of 
Batsheva, Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah. The answering for David’s contempt of 
the LORD would be long and costly). 

3.  What were David’s choices when he heard the words of Nathan, 
“You are the man!”  Think of what many kings, who hold 
absolute power would have done. What does it say about David 
that David made the choice he did? 

4. David had callously told Joab, after the casualties,  “ Oh well, 
Look, the sword devours this one today and that one 
tomorrow!”. This coldhearted statement is now thrown back in 
David’s face, by the LORD –“the sword shall never depart from 
your house….” It was Jesus the Messiah who later said, “…Those 
who live by the sword shall die by the sword.”  What do we learn 
of the character of God through these words? 

5. How is David dismantled before the massive claim of Israel’s 
Torah? 

6. How do you see nobility and moral courage in David in his 
response to the prophet’s message? 

7. How do you see nobility and moral courage in David in his 
response to his unnamed child of Batsheva? (Recall, when he was in 
his torpor of mind, he was trying to pawn off this child on Uriah).  

8. What do you see as the significance of David getting up from the 
ground, washing himself, putting on lotions, changing his 
clothes, and going to the Tabernacle? All his advisors did not 
understand him. What were they expecting? How did they 
miscalculate David’s spiritual values? 

9. From his response to the death of the child, what can we learn of 
David’s faith about life after death? 

10. What do Nathan the prophet’s words from God after the birth of 
Solomon, and his calling him “Yedidyah” (“Beloved of the LORD”) 
say about the character of God? (Especially in comparison with 
His words in Question #4 above). 

11. How is the story of the founding of the dynasty of Judah 
already the tale of the fall of the House of David? 
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Spiritual Application Questions 
 
1. Now it is fitting that we consider the great psalm the king himself 
wrote after receiving and submitting to the prophet’s word. Contrary to 
the brokenness expressed in Leonard Cohen’s song (above), 
“Hallelujah,” this psalm expresses a brokenness, addressed directly 
and personally to God, in faith that such brokenness (verse 17)— with 
sincere repentance, from the heart, in submission to God, and in 
agreement with God’s verdict on his sin— God would surely accept, 
and forgiveness would be granted, and restoration would surely come, 
 

 
Psalm 51 

A psalm by King David, regarding the time Nathan the prophet came to him 
after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba, and had her husband 

Uriah the Hittite killed. 

 1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
      because of your unfailing love. 
   Because of your great compassion, 
      blot out the stain of my sins. 
 2 Wash me clean from my guilt. 
      Purify me from my sin. 
 3 For I recognize my rebellion; 
      it haunts me day and night. 
 4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; 
      I have done what is evil in your sight. 
   You will be proved right in what you say, 
      and your judgment against me is just. 
 5 For I was born a sinner— 
      yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
 6 But you desire truth in the inward parts, 
      You teach me wisdom even there. 
 7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean;        
 wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.   
 8 Oh, give me back my joy again;        
 you have broken me—now let me rejoice.   
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins.        
 Remove the stain of my guilt.   
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. 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 Renew a right spirit within me.   
11 Do not banish me from your presence,        
 and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
   and make me willing to obey you.   
13 Then I will teach your ways to rebels and they will return to you.   
14 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves;  
     then I will  joyfully sing of your forgiveness.   
15 Unseal my lips, O LORD, that my mouth may praise you. 
16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one.  
 You do not want a burnt offering.   
17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit.  
 A broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.  
18 Look with favor on Zion and help her; 
 rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.   
19 Then you will be pleased with sacrifices offered in the right spirit— 
 with burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings. Then bulls will 
 again be sacrificed on your altar. 
 
 
	

2. Compare and contrast Leonard Cohen’s song “Hallelujah” with 
David’s “Psalm 51.” 

3. Do you know of any leaders today, who have sinned greatly, 
truly repented, but who are still suffering the earthly 
consequences of their sin? Is this just? State the theological 
principle you see here. 

4. How can spiritual leaders today be helped not to fall into sin as 
David did? 

5. Who are the counterparts to Nathan the prophet in the church 
and Messianic Jewish movement today? Can they, and should 
they be intentionally trained? 

6. Discuss how David can still be considered “a man after God’s     
own heart” even after such terrible sin. 

 
 
 
A thought to ponder: 
 

“The some of a man, 
Is not 

The sum of the man” 
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Finally, here is a redeemed version of Cohen’s “Hallelujah” written by 
Marvin Olasky, the Editor in Chief of WORLD Magazine. He is a 
Messianic Jewish believer. About the song, Olasky wrote, “the lyrics 
form a brooding, angst-filled, lonely ode to failure, ‘a cold and broken 
hallelujah.’ But that’s not the biblical hallelujah evident in the last of 
the Psalms, 150, which rightly starts and ends, ‘Praise the Lord!’ 

… Great tunes should not be wasted. Second Corinthians 10:5 says, 
‘We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.’ My 
corollary: Take every song captive.” He wrote this in 2012: 

I’ve heard there was a secret chord 
That David played, it pleased the Lord.  

But You don’t love us for our music, do You? 
Sin goes like this: The fourth, the fifth, 

Adam’s fall, the major rift, 
The baffled king neglecting Hallelujah. 

Chorus: Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

Nathan said, “I see your lust. 
You violate a soldier’s trust. 

Your pride, your pomp, at night they overthrew you. 
You steal, you kill, you get your way, 
But God has said, your child will pay,  

And from your lips He’ll draw the Hallelujah.” 
Chorus: 4X Hallelujah 

David prayed, “Have mercy, Lord, 
You saved me from Goliath’s sword. 

Yes, I lived for self before I knew you. 
Now, more evil in your sight, 
So I give up, I cannot fight.  

Mine’s a cold and broken Hallelujah.” 
Chorus: 4X Hallelujah 

“Blood your hyssop, I’ll be clean. 
Wash me so my sin’s not seen. 

Give me of your Holy Spirit, will you?  
Create in me a new, clean heart. 

Give me now a strong, fresh start,  
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So every breath I draw is Hallelujah.” 
Chorus: 4X Hallelujah 

“You don’t delight in sacrifice. 
You don’t excuse our secret vice. 

You want from us a broken spirit, do you? 
You’ve shown me what I did was wrong. 

I’ll stand before You, Lord of Song,  
With nothing on my tongue but Hallelujah.” 

Chorus: 8X Hallelujah 

https://world.wng.org/2012/12/take_every_song_captive?  


