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The Story of Esther and Intercession for  
the Salvation of the Jewish People 

  
By William Bjoraker, Ph.D. 

 
 
 
 Through His prophets God had warned the people in the southern Kingdom of Judah 
that if they did not repent, He would judge them by allowing the Babylonians to conquer 
them. In 586 BC Babylon, the enemy of Judah, attacked and defeated Jerusalem and 
destroyed the Temple. Many were killed. Only the poor remained in the land after 10,000 of 
the best & brightest of Judah were taken as prisoners to Babylon, including the young 
prophets Daniel and Ezekiel. This began the Babylonian Exile. God prophesied to the people 
through Jeremiah that they would be in exile for 70 years; after the 70 years only a minority 
returned to Israel under Ezra and Nehemiah. The majority stayed in exile.   
 A few generations have passed and the Persians have now conquered the Babylonian 
Empire. Many Jewish people are living as a minority in the Persian Empire. This story is set 
about 480 BC. 
 
 King Ahasuerus (Ah- ha-zhu-way-rus) rules the Persian Empire from Ethiopia to India.   
 

 
 

Map of Persian Empire 
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For 180 days he holds a great feast for all his nobles in the capital, Shushan. The marble 
pillars of his palace are hung with silk; the beds are made of silver and gold and the guests 
drink priceless wines from golden jewel encrusted goblets. The king is making a great 
display of his splendor and majesty.  
  During the feast the king calls for his Queen, Vashti, so he can show off her beauty  
to his friends. Vashti refuses. The King is furious! Word of her disrespect will travel the 
empire. He will put a stop to this! He decrees that Vashti will no longer be queen. Her days 
of splendor are over! 
           Then King Ahasuerus sends messengers to search for the most beautiful young 
women in his vast kingdom, so that he might choose a new queen.  
            Now, a Jewish man named Mordecai in the royal household has brought up a cousin 
as his own daughter. Her Hebrew name is Hadassah but her Persian name is Esther. A young 
woman of outstanding beauty, Esther is selected by the King’s search party and brought 
into his harem. 
 For twelve months all the women are given intense beauty treatments: bathed in 
choice oils and massaged with luxurious creams. Mordecai visits Esther every day. Mordecai 
warns Esther to never reveal that she is Jewish. He fearing the king will not favor a Jewish 
girl. 
 After the twelve months of beauty treatments the women are sent one by one to 
the king. When Esther’s night comes she appears before the King. Stunned by her beauty, 
he knows that he has found the woman who will be his Queen. Without wasting any time, 
he marries her and crowns Esther, Queen of his kingdom.  
 One day, Mordecai overhears two servants plotting to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 
He tells Esther, and she informs the king. The two men are arrested and hanged.  
 King Ahasuerus makes his official, Haman, of Amalekite descent, chief of all his 
ministers, and commands all his subjects to bow before Haman. But Mordecai the Jew 
believes that only the God of Israel is worthy of worship and refuses to bow down.  An 
enraged Haman plots a wicked revenge not only on Mordecai, but on all Jews.  He slanders 
the Jews before the King, “There is a certain people dispersed in all the provinces of your 
kingdom. Their laws are different from every other people, and they do not keep the king's 
laws, so that it is not to the king's profit to tolerate them.”   
           Handing Haman his signet ring, the King gives him permission to do with the Jews as 
he will.  With bitterness eating through his heart, Haman settles on a final solution to the 
Jewish problem—their complete destruction. He casts lots (dice called “purim” in Persian) 
to decide on which day to execute his plan. The lots land on the 13th of Jewish month of 
Adar. Haman then gives an order, sealed with the king’s ring, and sends it to all the officials 
in the empire stating that on the 13th of Adar, all Jews everywhere are to be killed. 
 Mordecai is horrified! He runs to Queen Esther to inform her of the planned 
slaughter. He begs her to plead with the King to spare their people. Esther hesitates, for 
without a summons from the King, appearing before him could be a death sentence. She 
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also knows that she will have to reveal her Jewish identity & may be killed, along with her 
doomed people.  
           But Mordecai urges her, “If you keep silent at this time, deliverance will rise for the 
Jews from another place, but you will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to 
your position as queen for such a time as this?”   
          Finally, Esther musters the courage, and says, “Gather all the Jews in Shushan; fast and 
pray for me for three days. Then I will go to the king. If I die, I die.” 
          After fasting & praying for three days, Esther, dressed in her royal robes, appears 
before the king. Breathless, she waits to see if the King will extend his golden scepter, the 
sign of his favor.  
 
 Seeing his beloved Queen Esther, the king not only extends his scepter but promises 
her, “Whatever it is you desire, my queen, shall be yours.”  
With great relief Esther replies, “If it pleases the King let the King together with Haman 
come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.”   
 At this time Haman the Amalekite, is building a gallows on which to hang Mordecai 
the Jew, but he is delighted by the Queen’s invitation. In his arrogance Haman assumes that 
the invitation is because the king and queen consider him so very important. 
 That night, King Ahasuerus cannot sleep. To pass the hours, he asks to have the Book 
of Records read to him. He discovers that Mordecai has never been rewarded for 
uncovering the plot against his life. So the next morning he asks Haman, “How shall I reward 
the man I wish to honor?”  Haman, pridefully believing the king is referring to him, answers 
“Such a man should be proclaimed a hero. … dressed in royal robes and crowned with a 
golden crown, and led through the city on the king’s own finest horse.”    
“Good” says the king, “this is how I shall reward Mordecai!”  
 
                 Haman cannot believe what he is hearing. Humiliated & angry Haman hurries 
home to tell his wife, Zeresh, and friends what has happened. They say, “Since this man who 
has humiliated you is a Jew, you will never succeed in your plans against him. You will surely 
lose, and fall before him.”  
While they are still talking, the king’s eunuchs arrive to take Haman to Esther’s banquet. 
 King Ahasuerus, Queen Esther and Haman dine together. Esther asks her husband 
the king for a favor. “Speak and it shall be granted,” says the king, fondly.   
Esther replies, “My people are set to be destroyed. That’s right, I am Jewish.  Officials of 
your realm are even now planning to slaughter all the Jewish people in the empire on the 
13th of Adar.”  
 The king, appalled, demands to know who is responsible for giving such an order.   
Esther boldly replies, “Someone you trusted, but who has betrayed your trust. I am speaking 
of Haman, who sits beside you. He has decreed that all the Jewish people be put to death 
like animals. I beg you to spare our lives!” 
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 King Ahasuerus is so shocked and angry he is unable to speak. He stands up and 
marches out into the garden. Haman, completely taken by surprise, goes cold with horror. 
Suddenly realizing the danger he is in, Haman flings himself at Queen Esther’s feet to beg 
for mercy. At that very moment, the king comes back into the room and sees Haman on 
Esther.  He thinks Haman is attacking his wife. Immediately he has Haman arrested and 
orders him to be hanged on the very gallows he has built for Mordecai. 
 In the custom of the day a king’s decree could not be reversed. Once decreed, it was 
irreversible law.  So the king hurriedly sends messengers throughout the kingdom, from 
Ethiopia to India declaring a new decree that Jews everywhere must be respected and have 
the right to defend themselves on the day appointed for their destruction. The Jews could 
even go so far as to entirely destroy any attacking army.  
 The Jewish people of Shushan celebrate with joy and gladness and are honored 
throughout the Persian Kingdom. Wherever the king’s decree arrives, the Jews rejoice. A 
sense of awe about the Jewish people falls on the Persians when they see that God is truly 
with His people. Many Persians convert to Judaism at this time. 
 Still, on the 13th day of Adar, the enemies of the Jews try to overpower and kill them. 
Jews throughout the king’s provinces gather to defend their lives. They gain victory, killing 
75,000 of their attackers but they do not take any plunder.  This day is a established as a 
victory as a festival. Up until today Jews everywhere celebrate on the 14th of Adar the 
festival of Purim, named after the lots cast by Haman the Amakelite. 
 God blesses Mordecai abundantly. He had been sentenced to death by the evil 
andarrogant Haman. But Haman the Amakelite fell into his own trap. He is the one who is 
killed on the gallows he built, just like the verse in Ecclesiastics 10:8 “Whoever digs a pit 
may fall into it.”  
          Mordecai leaves the king’s presence in royal garments and a great crown of gold. 
King Ahasuerus promotes him to prime minister of Persia, with authority next only to that 
of king himself. Mordecai and Esther are held in highest esteem among the Jewish people, 
because they honored God and spoke up for the welfare of the Jewish people even at the 
risk of their own lives. In effect they saved the Jewish people through their intercession 
before God and the king. 
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Queen Esther Approaches the King, Golden Scepter is Extended 

 
 

Lessons 
 
1.8.1. A minority group in exile from their homeland—this has been the Jewish 
experience for most of their history. The Jewish people have learned how to live 
and maintain their culture & identity as Jews through 1900 years of dispersion. 
 How was this possible for them to preserve their identity from the Diaspora, the 
Great Exile of 70 AD when the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed until the re-
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948? Three major reasons: 
 
First: Monotheism. The Jewish people have maintained their identity because of a 
strong commitment to the belief in the one true God. The central confession of 
Jewish faith is “the Shema”: “Hear O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is One.” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4).  It is recited in Jewish worship around the world until this day. 
Other ancient peoples believed in many gods, each of who ruled a limited aspect 
of the world. It was common for them to add to or change which gods they 
worshipped depending on their circumstances. The Jews however believed that 
“Yahweh” was the one true God, the ruler of the whole universe, a “jealous” God 
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who does not tolerate idolatry, or the worship of other gods.  This is why Mordecai 
the Jew refused to bow down to a mere man. 
 
Second: the Covenant. The Jewish people have maintained their identity because 
they know they were chosen by God to be a distinct people with a mission to be “a 
light to the nations” and to represent Yahweh to the world. Part of the covenant 
was God’s promise to be with them and bless them. They were called to observe 
God’s Torah, which set them apart from Gentiles. They refused to “assimilate” and 
become like the nations in which they lived. They expected persecution for this but 
they believed God would vindicate them if they remained faithful to Him.  This is 
why Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people in your kingdom. 
Their laws are different,… and they do not keep the king's laws…….” (Esther 3:8).  
God did vindicate the Jews of Persia and gave them victory over their enemies. 
Also, many Persians  “...became Jews themselves…Many saw that God is truly with 
them.” This is an example of the Jewish people fulfilling their calling to be a light to 
the Gentiles.  
 
Third: Tradition. Jewish people have maintained their identity, faith, Torah 
obedience, and peoplehood, by developing an elaborate set of traditions. These 
traditions cover Sabbath keeping, observance of the holy days, and the rites of 
passage (circumcision, Bar Mitzvahs, weddings and burials). Observing these 
traditions kept them distinct as Jews; as the saying goes —“It is not the Jews that 
kept the Sabbath, but the Sabbath that kept the Jews.” 
 
1.8.2 The Story of Esther shows how, despite being a persecuted minority, Jews 
have often been politically successful and influential in the Diaspora. Notably, we 
see Joseph becoming Prime Minister of Egypt; Daniel, an influential official in the 
courts of Babylon; Esther, Queen of Persia and Mordecai, Prime Minister of Persia. 
Modern examples include Benjamin Disraeli, Prime Minister of Great Britain in the 
1800s, Leon Trotsky, a Russian leader during the Communist Revolution in the 
early 20th century, and Senator Joseph Lieberman, nominated for vice-president of 
the United States in the year 2000.  
 
1.8.3.The many plots to destroy the Jews by many evil “Hamans” in history have 
always failed. God has always delivered the Jewish people, fulfilling His promise to 
Abraham. Remember in the Exodus out of Egypt, God pronounced a curse on the 
the Amalekites because of their mistreatment of the Israelites: Exodus 17:13-16, 
“Then the LORD said to Moses, ...’I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under heaven.  ... for he said, ‘because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will 
have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”  Haman was an Amalekite. 
Evil tyrants throughout history who have cursed the Jews, themselves came under 
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cursing and judgment. Other powerful anti-Semitic or “Jew-hating” rulers who 
have tried to destroy the Jews are: Pharaoh of Egypt; Antiochus Epiphanes of 
Hellenistic Syria; King Herod of Israel; Adolph Hitler of Germany; and Ahmadinejad 
of Iran who presently threatens “to wipe Israel off the map”.  Many of the Jewish 
feasts retell every year how enemies rose up against Israel to kill them, God 
miraculously preserved them.  
 
Here is a humorous  “Short Definition of a Jewish Feast”: 

 
“They tried to kill us 

God delivered us 
Let’s Eat” 

 
   
Questions for Reflection or Group Discussion 
 
 1. Recite the main confession of Judaism called “the Shema.” 
 
 2. What is the name of the great exile from 70 AD until the re-birth of the 
 State of Israel in 1948?  
 
 3. How were the Jews able to preserve their distinct identity as Jews while 
 living in exile?  Give three major reasons. 
 
          4. How did the Jewish people at the time of Esther fulfill their calling to be a 
 light to the Gentiles? How were they a witness to the true and living God? 
 

5. What was Esther’s Jewish name?  
 
6.  Why did her uncle Mordecai warn her not to use her Hebrew name and to 
keep her Jewish identity a secret?  
 
7. What did Esther think it might cost her to reveal her Jewish identity? Why 
did she finally decide to do it? 
 
8. List some of the “Hamans” of history. Why do you think they always failed 
to destroy the Jewish people? 

 
          9. Recall that Haman’s wife, Zeresh and his friends, told him, “Since this man who has 
 humiliated you is a Jew, you will never succeed in your plans against him. You will 
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 surely lose, and fall before him.” What does this comment by pagans reveal about 
 God’s covenant with His people. 
 

 
The Customs and Traditions of Purim. 

 
Since Esther, Jews have celebrated the Feast of Purim on the 13th and 14th of Adar 
which fall in late February or early March. It is a joyous holiday with parties and 
comical plays of the story of Esther. People dress in costumes, many girls like 
Queen Esther, and boys like Mordecai the Jew. Others may dress as Vashti, Haman 
or someone else. The whole book of Esther is read aloud and whenever Esther or 
Mordecai are mentioned everyone cheers but when the name of Haman is heard, 
the audience boos and makes ugly noise. A traditional food at Purim parties is 
triangular-shaped cookies called in Yiddish Hammentaschen (“Haman’s ears”). It is 
also customary to give gifts to each other for the holiday, and to the poor. 
 

 
Hammentaschen (Haman’s Ears) 
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Purim Celebrants in Costume 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions for Reflection or Group Discussion 
        1. Discuss some of the customs of the Feast of Purim.  
        2. What is the mood of this Feast?   
        3. What is the traditional cookie eaten on Purim? 
        4. Reflect on this scripture and  discuss how these words speak to you and 
your destiny:   
 
Esther’s Destiny: In this story Mordecai tell Esther, (Esther 4:13-14) "Do not think 
that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if 
you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that 
you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"  Mordecai was speaking 
into Esther’s destiny. God had raised her up for a certain Kingdom task, but 
whether or not she agreed to follow God, God would use someone to accomplish 
His plan, but she would be the loser.  She could courageously seize her destiny…or 
she could in cowardice shrink back and not fulfill her destiny. We know what 
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choice she made. 
 
 
Insights for Witnessing among Jewish People 
  
1.  Know the story of Esther. Then talk about the story with your Jewish friends. 
Tell your Jewish friends that you stand against all forms of anti-Semitism, and that 
you stand with the Jewish people and their right to live as Jews. Share how the 
Book of Esther reveals that being Jewish has often been costly. Tell them how 
much you admire Queen Esther, Hadassah, for risking her life to save her people.  
Share about your admiration of her for revealing and claiming her Jewish identity 
at a risk to her life.  Ask why they believe it is important to maintain their Jewish 
identity. You can then tell them that it is because God chose them to be the people 
to carry His salvation into the world, through the Scriptures and the Messiah.  If it 
is late winter, show interest in Jewish life, by asking him or her if they would take 
you to a Purim Party. 
 
2. Ask your Jewish friend what he or she thinks are the greatest threats to the 
Jewish people today. What ever they name as a great threat, let them know you 
stand with them against their enemies. Show your love for and solidarity with the 
Jewish people by speaking out against anti-Semitism where ever you see it. 
 Tell them that just as there are physical threats of anti-Semitism and violence 
against the Jews, there is also a spiritual threat against the Jewish people.  The lies 
of Satan and of history prevent them from believing Jesus is the Jewish Messiah 
and could prevent them gaining the atonement for sin. These lies could also keep 
them from eternal life that is offered through the obedience of faith in their 
Messiah, Jesus. 


